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Aedes (Ochlerotatus) caspius (Pallas, 1771), WRBU specimen AEcsp, Character descriptions: Edwards, 1941
Distinguished from the few other Ethiopian mosqUItOSSAidsRis [N E1Rla It NI R NI a e R E [} r F & Thorax. Seutum (Scu wit
extending across the joints by having the wings hei sprinkled with pale scales. -'."_} ._ R ; L margin of scutellum (Stm
The tarsal markings separate it from Aedes caballuSEVll< M ES — -"" -y > . 1 lobes. Scutum gﬁl(‘ie('fglid i\
somewhat similar coloring of the abdomen. HeadAY/gi>% r - w—— v white scales | "‘1
(V) with erect forked scales not numerous, restri - ‘i u'
to occiput (Occ). Thorax. Postspiracular setae
(PS) present , Prespiracular area (PsA) with-
out setae (PsS absent) Paratergite (Pa)
with scales, Base of hindcoxa (C-Il1)
usually below base of mesomer- s

on (Msm). Several lower -
mesepimeral setae (MeSL) .= ’

Many broad white scalei

i

4 i 1
Fith ‘:
Wl el
on thorax., ev?h on ? & L N
metameron (Mem) (a ; AR #
minor feature o
distinguishihg %
this species SN I"

#

]

from all -.L‘_ L

otherAK e 1

can Aedes).
-

-

Head. - Proboscis (P) speckled with pale scales,
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(Edwards, 1941)
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| Male head. Maxillary palpi as long as Proboscis. Antennae
feather like.
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Wing. Vein 1A ending slightly, or well beyond base of fork of vein Cu."Alula (Al) with

narrow fringe scales. Heavy sprinkling of pale scales on all veins including costa.

Bionomics: Aedes (Ochlerotatus) caspius deposits its eggs singly or in small groups directly on the surface of shal-
low, stagnant, sunlit pools with muddy bottoms and little or no vegetation. Larvae emerge two to three days after
deposition. Breeding sites colonized include isolated stream pools, ground pools, coastal impoundment areas, in-
land lakes with high salinity (brackish water), and overflow water from irrigation projects. Aedes caspius is an op-
portunistic feeder that attacks birds and large mammals close to its breeding habitats. Hosts include cattle, deer,
sheep, and humans. It feeds chiefly outdoors during the daytime but may feed in the evening.

Medical Importance: N/A—Vicious biter.
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Leg. Hindleg—mixed dark and light scales. Basal half is light scaled. Creamy rings extend about equally and broadly on each
side of joints 1-2, 2-3, 3-4 of hind tarsi. Segment 5 entirely creamy-white. First tarsal segment shorter than tibia.

Leg. Hindtarsus—Tarsomeres with both basal and apical pale-scaled rings.
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Abdomen. Uniform covering of'scales: With'yellowish-white basalahnd apical bands,

connected by a longitudinal stripe.
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